	Topic 7
Key Questions
	Guiding Objectives
	Learning Activities
	Evidence of Mastery
	Required Reading
	Additional Resources

(These ARE NOT required reading. They are for further study if you so choose.)

	How can schools support our brightest students?

	Read the Tempelton national report on acceleration—A nation deceived:

How schools hold back America’s brightest students. Vol. 1 and 2. (2004).

Colangelo, N., Assouline, S., & Gross, M. Both volumes can be either

ordered free or downloaded at: www.nationdeceived.org.

Understand two categories of acceleration—grade based or subject

based—and list 18 acceleration possibilities that respond to gifted students’

academic needs and support their social and emotional well-being.

Recognize home-schooling as a positive option for some gifted students

and families.

Be aware of myths, fears and expectations of teachers and administrators

that hold back students and the research that responds to these concerns.
	Acceleration Pre-test
Discussion Forum 7.1:  briefly summarize the two articles you chose to read, and discuss your thoughts and reactions to acceleration as a whole.
Learning Activity 7.1: 

1. Read Jenny’s Letter to the Principal. (taken from the IAS Manuel)

2. Write a letter as if you are a friend of Jenny’s parents discussing what you think are the best options for Jenny, given her words.
3. Once you have submitted your letter, please read the actual decision
Discussion Forum 7.2:  briefly describe your opinion based on information you have gained on acceleration.

	Completed Pre-test
Completed required reading and Discussion Forum post.
Completed and submitted Learning Activity 1

Completed Discussion Forum 7.2
	Please read the following for this topic:

A Nation Deceived, Chapters 1, 2, 12, & 13

http://www.accelerationinstitute.org/Nation_Deceived/Default.aspx
The NAGC Position Statement on Acceleration

http://www.nagc.org/uploadedFiles/PDF/Position_Statement_PDFs/pp_acceleration.pdf
In addition to the reading above, read any two (2) of the following articles:
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Discussion 7.1

This week, we begin with our Discussion Forum post first. As you know, most gifted students generally love to read! Your discussion forum post this week will be to find print and or online resources for your students, parents, and you to read, both fiction and non-fiction, research and anecdotal. In addition to the reading materials, find some inventories (quizzes/surveys) that help you identify the different aspects of personality and indicate those in your list, as well. 

Learning Activity 7.1

1. Read Jenny’s Letter to the Principal. (taken from the IAS Manuel)

2. Write a letter as if you are a friend of Jenny’s parents discussing what you think are the best options for Jenny, given her words. Also include possible negative impacts Jenny might experience, however small the likelihood. Make sure you use the research you’ve read relevant to acceleration. You also may choose to consider the following questions as you write:

What could be done for Jenny?

What may result if she is/isn’t accelerated? 

What are the possible benefits and/or pitfalls of accelerating her? 

Might enrichment be a better option than acceleration? Explain.

Submit this letter to your instructor for grading.

3. Once you have submitted your letter, please read the actual decision made for Jenny at her school. The Team Decision shows Jenny’s Iowa Acceleration Score and feedback from her teachers that were used to arrive at their decision.

Discussion 7.2

Now that you have read the actual decision made for Jenny at her school briefly describe your opinion based on information you have gained on acceleration. Feel free to agree or disagree but make sure you explain your position. Please make sure you respond to one of your colleagues.

