	Topic 8
Key Questions
	Guiding Objectives
	Learning Activities
	Evidence of Mastery
	Required Reading
	Additional Resources
(NOT REQUIRED READING)

	How can advocates positively affect others’ understanding and acceptance of gifted children’s needs?
What is different about parenting a gifted child?

	Acquire and refine the knowledge and skills needed to advocate for gifted

learners.

Identify how parent, teacher, and educational advocates can positively

affect gifted services and programming
Identify advocacy issues, needs, resources, educational laws, skills, and strategies.

Support the necessity of self-advocacy by gifted students.
Understand that gifted children naturally have unique needs that parents are challenged to address daily.

Recognize that parents of gifted children need guidance and support to respond suitably to additional needs and demands of their children.

Realize that parents of gifted children may experience isolation from other

parents due to others’ lack of understanding; societal expectations and

myths; jealousy; competition; and lack of acceptance that gifted children have special needs.

Understand the significance of quote from Mr. Rogers: “The best thing parents can do for children is to listen to them.”
	Learning Activity 8.1: Scan through the titles provided, and decide which three you would provide to parents as “must reads” for this population. Once you have decided on the two articles, please do the following:

1. List the 2 articles.

2. Write a short 2-3 sentence synopsis of the article.

3. Write why you would choose to give this particular article to parents as a support tool.

Submit this to your instructor as Learning Activity 8.1.

Learning Activity 8.2

After completing the assigned reading, create a product that incorporates what you have learned throughout this course, identifying some steps you could take to address both kids’ needs and parents’ needs differently than you have in the past. 
Discussion 8.1
Respond to quote, answering the questions provided.
Complete Post-Test

	Completed and submitted Learning Activity 8.1
Completed and submitted Learning Activity 8.2

Completed Discussion Forum 8.1

Completion of Post-test scoring an 80% or higher.


	Choose any 3 to read for Learning Activity 8.1
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Learning Activity 8.1

The following are a short list of articles you may use to help parents with their gifted child or children. Please scan through the titles, and decide which three you would provide to parents as “must reads” for this population. If you wish, you may go to Hoagies Gifted, the Davidson Institute, or other online sources to find different articles if you are not finding something you like here.

Remember, you are only reading and reporting on any three (3) articles!

Asynchronous Parenting  Cronin, A.

Getting more from your Parent-Teacher Conference  Ludwig, S.

So, the thing is…I never wanted to be one of those moms. Cooper, B.

The Care and Feeding of Gifted Parent Groups: A Guide for Gifted Coordinators, 

Teachers, and Parent Advocates  Sheard, W.

Tips for Parents: The real world of gifted teens  Jacobsen, M.

Life in the Asynchronous Family  Kearney, K.

The Emotional Edge: Parenting Strategies to Motivate Underachieving Gifted Students  Siegle, D.
Once you have decided on the two articles, please do the following:

1. List the 2 articles.

2. Write a short 2-3 sentence synopsis of the article.

3. Write why you would choose to give this particular article to parents as a support tool.

Submit this to your instructor as Learning Activity 8.1.
Learning Activity 8.2

The following five articles are the last of the reading for this course! They are short, but important. These articles focus on truths about working with the gifted, and discuss how to best support and advocate for gifted children and their education. Please read these articles, and then complete the activity below.

Does No Child Left Behind Require that No Child Can Get Ahead? Davidson Institute

Nine Truths About Working with Gifted Students, Ybarra, L.

Take Five! Advocating for Gifted Programs in Local Schools, NAGC

Ten Things All Administrators Should Know About Gifted Children, VanTassel-Baska

Educational Advocacy for Gifted Students, Osborn, J.

Now that you’ve read, please do the following.

As we navigate to the end of this gifted course, it’s important that you begin to review and recall all that you have learned, including these last readings.

You are to create a product that incorporates what you have learned throughout this course, identifying some steps you could take to address both kids’ needs and parents’ needs differently than you have in the past. 

Share any fears and prejudices you have held as a teacher about gifted kids and parents of gifted children. What have been your personal experiences with parents—both positive and negative. Discuss how parents and teachers end up “on either side of the street” regarding educational services for gifted kids.

What specific information from this module has positively affected your understanding, acceptance, and subsequent relationships with gifted students and parents.

As before in this course, you will have choice in how you present this information. Please create what is most comfortable for you, and/or makes the most sense. Some options for products are listed here for you to consider. 

See Week 8, page 4 for product options for this activity.
Final Discussion 8.1
You have covered allot of ground as you near the end of this course, and are no doubt a bit of a weary traveler! Before you leave Gifted and Counseling, please share your thoughts on one last reflection before you taking the post-test.

Mister Rogers (yes, the famous Fred Rogers from Mister Rogers Neighborhood) was a very wise man. He studied children and education for years, and made some significant contributions to how parents guide their children and help them develop. One of the “pearls of wisdom” he offered parents was this.

"The best thing parents can do for children is to listen to them." 

Although he was not speaking specifically of gifted children, what do you think he meant by this comment? How is it particularly relevant to supporting gifted children? Do you agree with the quote, or might you say something different?

Please post these comments to Discussion Forum 8.1. Make sure you respond to one of your colleagues about their comments, as well.
Post-Test

Once you have finished your discussion post activity, you may proceed to the Guidance and Counseling Post-Test. Remember, in order to earn credit for this course, you must get an 80% or higher on the test.
