Welcome!

Welcome to the Guidance and Counseling for the Gifted course! In this course, you will learn about different aspects of giftedness and look at ways to help gifted children find success. If you have taken any of the other 4 gifted courses, you will be aware of some repetition of concepts and ideas. This is because all of these factors work together to build the whole picture of giftedness. It is difficult to draw absolute boundaries between the different aspects of working with gifted children, and so you may see some familiar material. You are strongly encouraged to review these concepts and continue to consider their ramifications for you as a gifted teacher and for your students. The more deeply you understand the concepts of giftedness, the more effectively you will be able to work with all children.

Survey & Discussion Forum 1.1
Before we get started, please take a few minutes to complete the Teacher Inventory page. This is a series of questions to help you identify how you feel your thoughts about gifted students. When you have finished this survey, please take a moment to log into the Discussion Forum, and introduce yourself. In this introduction, please tell us the grade level you teach and what population you have (i.e. blended, ESE, multi-age, gifted, etc.). Additionally, tell us about some interesting findings from the survey you just completed. Comment on one other participant’s entry when you have completed your entry.
Definitions

Before we can think about that, however, it is important that we define giftedness and establish some truths about gifted individuals. Here are some current definitions of giftedness:
· “A gifted person is someone who shows, or has the potential for showing, an exceptional level of performance in one or more areas of expression.” National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC)

· "… children and youth who give evidence of higher performance capability in such areas as intellectual, creative, artistic, or leadership capacity, or in specific academic fields, and who require services or activities not ordinarily provided by the schools in order to develop such capabilities fully." Gifted and Talented definition, The Javits Act (1988)

· "Outstanding talents are present in children and youth from all cultural groups, across all economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor." US Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI) (1993)

· Gifted behavior occurs when there is an interaction among three basic clusters of human traits: above-average general and/or specific abilities, high levels of task commitment (motivation), and high levels of creativity. Gifted and talented children are those who possess or are capable of developing this composite of traits and applying them to any potentially valuable area of human performance. " Renzulli
· Giftedness is asynchronous development in which advanced cognitive abilities and heightened intensity combine to create inner experiences and awareness that are qualitatively different from the norm. This asynchrony increases with higher intellectual capacity. The uniqueness of the gifted renders them particularly vulnerable and requires modifications in parenting, teaching, and counseling in order for them to develop optimally.  Silverman/The Columbus Group
As you can see, definitions are quite varied among experts with the one common factor focusing on the high performance or high performance potential of the gifted child. Most recently, the research has shifted to focus more heavily on giftedness as asynchrony, as stated in the Silverman definition above. Certainly, as more research is done, it appears that there is a correlation between asynchronous development, intellectual ability and increased sensitivities. We will explore these ideas in more depth as we move through this course.
Now, read the following articles about giftedness and asynchrony:

Giftedness and the Gifted: What's It All About? 
(ERIC Clearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted Children) 
Giftedness As Asynchronous Development (Tolan)
Is it a cheetah? (Tolan)
Myths & Realities 
With so many different definitions of giftedness, one might think there would be little ambiguity regarding what gifted kids are and are not. Unfortunately, and partially due to the differences in definitions, there are many misunderstandings and myths about gifted students. Let’s see how many myths and realities you can identify from the following survey. Please follow the directions and then check your answers at the back of the document.
Distinguishing Myths From Realities: NRC/GT Research

Once you have completed this survey, please follow up with these readings:
Common Myths About Gifted Students (Eric Clearinghouse)
Competing with Myths about the Social and Emotional Development of Gifted Students by Tracy L. Cross
One more important perspective on gifted truths and myths comes from the gifted students themselves. Before you move on to the project for this week’s work, make sure you watch this short video Top 10 Myths in Gifted Education, from Maryland Public Schools. 

Learning Activity 1

In week 1, you have focused on the definitions, truths and myths of the gifted learner. This activity will help you synthesize this information and share what you know. You will create one of the following:
a poem, 

a cartoon, 

a short presentation, 

a collage, 

a picture, 

a “news” article, 

a VoiceThread, or 

a Prezi 

(or any other medium with which you are comfortable!)
This product should demonstrate your definition of what a gifted learner is and isn’t. Be creative with your product, and remember you want to make the product that will help you demonstrate your definition best. Make sure you include one or two myths/realities to strengthen your definition. Submit this assignment as Learning Activity 1.


Discussion Forum 1.2 
Now that you have completed your reading, and created your Learning Product, take a moment to think about gifted students you have known. Based on your experiences with these students, what is your definition of giftedness? Are there students you know who match one of the provided definitions, or is a hybrid definition needed to fully encompass the whole child? Write your thoughts and comments under Discussion Forum 1.2. If you would like to share, post your Learning Product from Learning Activity 1 (optional). 
Post a follow-up response to another participant's original thread/learning product.

